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large household, who had able advisors like Bishma, Drona
and Vidura, was ruined due to greed. Many confuse
adharma as dharma. (Adharma dharma iti ya manyate [B.C.
13-32]). Often the desire oriented grihastasrama itself
proves to be the root cause of several evils. In the mighty
ocean of samsara the sons become debtors and relatives
become thieves. There are crocodiles and whales in the
whrilpool of desires in this wrecthed ocean. So this dharma
is a dreadful one. What is the alternative?
"The final path is SANYASA", said Romasa. "One who
renounces samsara by thought, word and deed gains real
knowledge and the grace of Parameswara. A true sanyasi
attains the status of Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara. To
obtain the grace of Siva this is the best course".
Bharadwaja contemplated about this course also
Sanyasa is total sublimation, negating the phenomenon.
Sanyasa well practised will result in the attainment of
beatitude of Brahman. He is no more conscious of the body
and is liberated even while in body and becomes a jeevan
mukta. Devoted as he is to the meditation of Brahman, he
enjoys imperishable bliss.
But there are rigid rules governing this order. They
should be meagre in their food, clothing and association.
They can possess only a danda, kamandal and wooden
sandals. They have to sustain themselves by obtaining
Bhiskha from only a few houses. They should not stay
continuosly in a single place except during the rainy season.
Though learned they should not have a flair for exhibiting
it. They should have no enemies nor even friends. Abuses
and praises are both same for them. Above all they must
relinquish all kamyakarmas.
How many can practice these rigid injunctions? Is it
possible for one to close his eyes to the activities around
him? Has he not to depend upon families for his bare needs?
Many are the pitfalls in treading this path.